
 

KONTAKT 3 Library Information 

The KONTAKT 3 library is a unique resource of highly usable sounds. It 

contains more than 1.000 instruments sampled in high quality and 

conditioned for maximum usability. The library is organized in six 

individual instruments collections, each with its own distinctive flavour. 

Every collection has its own performance view with a consistent set of 

controls reflecting the specific creative possibilities of the respective 

instrument. These controls are not only related to sound design, but also 

include performance features such as harmonizers or a selection of tuning 

scales, and grant direct access to the most important effects parameters. 

All controls within the performance views are preassigned in compliance 

with the General MIDI 2 standard, allowing owners of most external MIDI 

controllers to maximize KONTAKT’s accessibility right out of the box. 

Band Collection 

The Band Collection assembles an assortment of sounds directed towards 

all types of modern pop music production. Responding to high demand in 

KONTAKT’s user base, it contains a comprehensive range of brass sections 

and solo instruments, with performance effects optimized for Funk & Soul 

related genres. A high-quality selection of pianos has been distilled from 

Native Instruments’ renowned AKOUSTIK PIANO and ELEKTRIK PIANO 

software instruments. The Band Collection also contains a carefully 

sampled vintage Hammond C3 organ as well as four new guitar instruments 

complete with selectable pickup positions and amplifier settings as 

performance parameters. The updated assortment of highly realistic drum 

kits is now combined with a performance-oriented drum computer, 

instantly contextualizing the sounds of each kit with 12 production-ready 

patterns. The drum computer and all preset patterns of a kit are easily 

editable from within the performance view. 

Vintage Collection 

This collection focuses on aged electronic hardware instruments, both 

analog and early digital. All devices were sampled in the most direct way 

possible to allow for maximum transparency. In addition to several revered 

hardware synthesizers, the Vintage Collection includes a unique assortment 

of electronic keyboards from the 1970’s, various musical toys, and a 

faithful recreation of a vintage string synthesizer including its original 

performance features. To achieve the most realistic experience in playing 

the sounds of monophonic hardware synthesizers, a new legato mode was 

implemented, suppressing the retriggering of envelopes when playing 

overlapping notes.  

World Collection 

Gathering ethnic instruments from all over the planet, the World Collection 

gives users of KONTAKT the opportunity to include extraordinary acoustic 

instruments from a variety of different cultures in their music. Instruments 

such as the bag pipe, different flutes, string instruments, accordions, and 

metallophones were not only extensively sampled, but their original playing 



 

style has also been adapted to the MIDI keyboard thanks to KONTAKT’s 

versatile performance features. The World Collection additionally contains 

various percussion instruments and sampled loops of their respective 

musical contexts. 

Synth Collection 

Complementing the Vintage Collection of aged and accomplished 

electronic sounds, the Synth Collection lays its focus on the modern sound 

possible with today’s synthesizers. Many instruments make use of layers 

that are editable separately via their performance view. Additionally, an 

assortment of contemporary electronic drum kits is included complete with 

matching patterns from the integrated drum computer. 

Urban Beats Collection 

This collection allows users of KONTAKT to easily put together up-to-date 

productions in the various styles of urban “black” music. A selection of 

more than 50 performance suites includes fully arranged loops, each with 

a number of variations. Every loop is also available in separate parts of 

individual sounds, giving the users full flexibility in rearranging or 

recontextualizing their material. 

Orchestral Collection 

Consisting of essential instruments from the renowned Vienna Symphonic 

Library™, the Orchestral Collection in the KONTAKT 3 library offers 

helpful performance features such as a harmonizer for typical string 

arrangements, quick switching between harmonizer and legato modes, and 

faithful performance articulations for percussion instruments. In addition 

to the VSL instruments, further high-quality percussion and keyboard 

instruments are included with this collection.    


